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WATER — NORTH WANNEROO 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [10.30 pm]: Earlier today, I tabled a petition containing 
a little more than 1 000 signatures on behalf of residents of north Wanneroo, many of them farmers. I know that we 
have had a long day in the chamber, but it is nothing compared with the day that those farmers have had in 40-degree 
heat without the benefit of an air-conditioning system, so I think it is only fitting that I should take a moment 
tonight to acknowledge their concerns and urge the government to give them some overdue consideration. 
In essence, their complaint is that the proposed reduction in their water allocation by 10 per cent will result in 
economic hardship for farmers and horticulturalists in the area, as well as a devaluation of their properties and 
businesses and thus the economic decline of a large portion of the region’s economy. They are by no means stuck 
in the past, however. They realise, perhaps better than the government realises, that changes need to be made if 
they are to maintain viable businesses into the future. That is why they are keen to see the full implementation of 
the recommendations in the WA Planning Commission’s “The Future of East Wanneroo: Land Use and Water 
Management in the Context of Network City” report, which I have referenced a couple of times previously in 
questions in this place. In praising the Minister for Agriculture and Food for her thoughtfully written foreword to 
that report, I said then that it encompasses a well-measured set of recommendations worthy of serious consideration, 
not least insofar as they advocate for the creation of small-lot rural subdivisions on the less agriculturally viable 
land to the west and then, as the petitioners have stressed, the transfer of a portion of the western water allocation 
across to the more sustainable, but still struggling, eastern portion. 
When I took receipt of a copy of the petition earlier today, I spoke at length with Mr Mark Zagar, chair of the 
North Wanneroo Residents Association, who was instrumental in bringing it together. He recounted being at the 
Wanneroo Show just last week and remarked that almost everybody there took the time to come up to him and 
offer their support. Many said, “You guys are doing it hard already” and bemoaned the lack of progress made to 
date under this three-year-old McGowan government. I am perhaps a little more optimistic than the average 
Wanneroo Show attendee, because I believe that the Minister for Agriculture and Food does have the community’s 
best interests at heart. I sincerely hope that she will go in to bat for them on this issue. I also hope that her colleagues 
the Minister for Water and the Minister for Planning will follow her lead and look seriously at the water allocation 
rezoning issues that are attached to this question. It is going to take a whole-of-government approach to secure 
a prosperous future for our farmers and our horticulturalists in Wanneroo. I can only hope that we have the right 
ministers in the right portfolios and with the right mindset to make that happen sooner rather than later. That is 
what I am calling for today—a coordinated response to a sensible and practical plan being put forward by those 
who know the industry and the area best. Will the government meet them halfway and open a constructive and 
meaningful dialogue with them? I sincerely hope that it will and I wholeheartedly urge it to do so without delay. 
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